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f Eagle Pass and Leigh Burleson of San
Saba The state wjs represented by Dis-

trict
¬

Attorney Gillis and A D A Old of-
Uvalde Hie prisoners counsel mado sev-
eral

¬

pl6as for delay motions for continu-
ance

¬

and change of venue all ofwhlch
were overruled The selection of a jury
was a tedious process seventytwo names
yielding only live Jurors tlie other sovon
wore however more readily obtained and
the trial began TUo prisoner was charged
with the murder of Mrs Lavonia Holmes
The prosecution produced forty wit-
nesses

¬

whose examination extended
over three days The facts as proved by
witnesses iere as follows Mrs William
ion a widow with her daughters Mrs
Livonia Holmes and Beulah Williamson
ud her son Ben Williamson occupied and

jwncd a small farm a short distance from
the town of San Saba Richard II Duncan
aften visited them In January libit ho-
nought the farm for 400 On or about the
20th of January Duncan and a man named
Walter Landers drove up to the deceaseds
house in a new Mitchell wagon into which
the Williamson furniture bedding etc
were loaded and before midday the entire
family dro i oft accompanied by Duncan
and Landers The two latter however re-
urned in a shoit time and stayed all night

in the imfity houbc and then again left
The same day two men one of whom was
Duncan called at a smithy near San Saba-
A bystanuc remarked Well your
friends Uie Williamsons havo gone but
theyll oou be back again to which Dan
can replied 2> o by God they never will
CMinc back On the Cth day of February
the defendant rode into the camp of Hanger
Hughe near Bailcsdale and inquired after
iunic rangeis whom he said he knew Next
day Hughes met him going southward on a
bay horse Lander was with him on a-

rplendid orrel i pacer This horso was
afterwards particularly noticed by many

itnnsses
Following the horsemen was a new Mitch-

ell
¬

wa on drawn by a roan and a bay
horse urivcn by a light complexioued youth
The women answering to the description
Df the Williamsons were in the wagon
IHniiun tM Hughes that his companion
msi Iiiuu Jones from San Arnrclo-
J io or tluec aijs later Duncan and a dark
cniipWioneu companion were seen by Tom
Sain on on the Nueces near Brackett

1 hey were followed by a wagon containing
tlreo women ami a man answering the dc-

si iiptiuu of the murdered family On-
Jebruary 30 and 11 the two men Landers
and Duncan wore seen in Brackett and
identified by Sheriff Nolan and others
Inspector Ballautvne saw the two men ride
up to a watrou as it passed the house and
put some thiics in it In the wagon he saw
three wmm n ami a man This was on the
11th Nixt iiuy the wagon with tho three
women and a man in it accompanied by the
tlfeiuuit weie seen passing Spofford-
soutliw ard A pacing sorrel horse was tied
liehiiid the wagon The defendant Duncan
laVd at Hobbs store in Spofford He had
a Hiiichoser with him in good order Ho-

taUd with George Hobbs and others That
iiicht the party camped at an abaudoued
ranch miles south of Spofford How-
ard

¬

Lavering alto stayed there He identi-
li ii tno defendant The following day
1 curuaiy 12 Uhcodore Wipff a farmer
u it Duncan Iamicrs and the same family
aboiit twenty miles south of Spof-
lorct on a lonely road leading toward
lie point on the liver where the bodies

wiv afterwards found Four days later
Duncan was tr mg to trade off a sorrel
horse n Kairle I iss On the 17th he was
ir mi in Brackett riding a sorrel horse
lud displaced to witnesses a Winchester
ttie iiiasa7ine and barrel of which were
in nt Duncan entered Spnftord from Eagle
1 ss and left going toward Brackett Next
t j eailv he again rude into Brackett fol-
iwedby the same wagon in which the
iiinisons had traveled but the sole oc-

i pa nt of it w as Landers The twain left
Brukett going North Two days later
Duncan was once more in Brackett then
ii SlwtTord put up his horse at Hobbsstab-
le

¬

and took tho tram for Laglc Pass
Here heengaged Shad Whititoget a wagon
team burro wit bedding etc across
the river agreeing to give Shad White
foi his service credit for S3V on a sorrel
h rsp which he was to receive The goods

duly crossed and old man Duncan
with Tap left Eagle Pass m the wigon in-

thodiiectionof Spofford Next day Dun-
can

¬

was agan at Spoilord He had tho-
b lit inchester and said i had bent it-

oer a stupid burro He took his horse but
said ho could not pay Hobbs charges as-
hf owed Shad White for ge > tng him
out of a rookus in Mexico He would
take the horse to Shad and come back and
pa his bill He took the Eagle Pass road
but that night rode up to Biowns ranch
thirty miles in the opposite direction
not h of Spofford and asked for a-

oark coniplexioned man with a-

v a m and team The defendant
stajed all night at Biown s as did also Mr-
Pli i j who said he had seen the wagon and
man whereuiKm Dancan said Ho

Landers did not camp when 1 told him
1tl uet lime Ill learn him to do it Dun

in u ted queerly at this ranch and seemed
aft aid whenever the door opened Next
iuoiiig he left lr Perrys directions to-

Jki J jtnlers On the same day the old
ma i and Tap arriied in SpjfTord with a

ion Thej solu a colt to William Hobbs
ami left traveling north A witness next
a i met both wagons Each party asked
a n tho other piowng that they had not
me Heie Duncan and Landers traded a-

tu t fur coin and tried to sell a feather
u J and again on the 1st of March Sergeant
A en and Hanger Hughes came upon Dtui
ian and Landers north of Barksdale Th V
were traveling noith Duncan drove t j-
w iguii Landers riding in advance lb
rangers arrested them They knew La-
ims as Picnic Tunes but ut on ceai i

found upon him letters for W Landers le-
sjd Punic was a nickname Durcau t
punned that he had been to Mexico with h-

iuotier two sister and brotherinlaw Th-
lirultierinlaw Thompson was ac d-

of cattle theft and he Duncan hai ken
Irm to Mexico tho mother and i le-
rnio with hi in there nd tn other
sstiT had come back by tram The
rantvrs let their prisone go-

ami they resumed their mrm-
t an Saba where Duncan wa reeiiM-
eanwhiJe as explained above the 1 s
of the Williamsons had been found u-

j ver Thy had all been murdered by-

liow s from a blunt weaj on Their heads
wire horribly beaen the slmlls driven in
upon the Drain At the trial several cigh-
bors of the family who had been struck by-

II e c Ose resemblance of the published de-
s riptons attended and swore to the iden
11 j of Mrs Lavonia Holmes and Ben Will
i iin The latter was known by ins clotli-
i the fomcr by I or false teeth tdoth-
P ne and misshapen feet The defenso-
fa ed the impossible attemuting to break
t tis strong chain of circumstantial evidence
1 he only tetevant testimony was given by

ho father ard brother of the defendant
Thov i oitiev swore that they were at-
Lenidisrarci three miles north of Piedra-
sNtras from February IJ to February
an that t e defendant came thei on tho-
Ih and l maincd till the 10h the brother

1 m sveatig that Dick was t wo-
rs absent at a tnne This evid is-

luweer flaiv contradicted bj al
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witnesses tvho saw Duncan from tho 12th-
to the ISth at Eaglo Pass Spofford and
Brackett The defendants counsel after
Mr Oids had spoken at great length for the
state sought to convince the jury that
there was a reasonable doubt but their ef-

forts
¬

did not seem to mako much impres-
sion

¬

and when District Attorney Gillu had
closed the case in a speech marked
by clear narrative and relentless logic
proving to demonstration that Richard H
Duncan had butchered the Williamson fam-
ily

¬

in cold blood it was felt that the verdict
could only bo one way A calm ind dispas-
sionate

¬

charge by the judge and the jury
retired for an hour and a half returning
with the verdict We the Jury fled the
defendant guilty of murder in the first de-
gree

¬

and assess his penalty at death
Duncan heard it unmoved What will they
do withyeDick asked his sister of him as-
he descended the stairs in custody of the
sheriff Hang me I reckon was his re-
ply

¬

He reckoned aright The Quixotic at-
tempt

¬

of Duncans later lawyer McMmn-
to invalidate the whole penal code of Texas
need only to bo named here as procuring for
his client a years longer lease of life
Duncans demeanor In Jail has all along
been that of cheerful indifference until the
last day or two The rumored plot to res-
cue

¬

him had nrobably a basis of fact to rest
upon but if so the precautions taken over-
awed

¬

the plotters The small knives found
upon him would have been useless save for
suicide

Duncan was a wellbuilt man five feet
eleven inches high twentyeight years old
of florid complexion sandy hair and mus-
tache

¬

full forehead weak mouth tho lips
being thick and commonly apart eyes hazel
with a greenish tinge and surrounded by
moro dtowsfeet than is usual in so young
a man On the whole a rather intelligent
looking man with a satirical expression

Doncan In the Tederal Courts
In addition to tho unusual heinousness of

the crime which makes it one of tho dark-
est

¬

and most terrible deeds in the criminal
annals of the Southwest the case has ob-
tained

¬

wide celebrity on account of tho re-

markable
¬

and ingenious attempt of T J-

McMinn a lawyer of San Antonioto obtain
Duncans release through the alleged in-

validity
¬

of the penal code of Texas The
first steps in tho sensational proceedings
were taken by McMinn about a j ear ago
when he sued out a writ of habeas cornus-
in the Federal court of San Antonio The
grounds upon which he based his action
was the invalidity of the criminal code of
Texas the writ claiming that the act which
adopted the criminal code in ls77 was not
phsscd according to the constitution in 1S7i
inasmuch as it did not come before tho leg-
islative

¬

body for its third leadinr that the
journal shows uo reccord of such passago
and that the act under which Dun-
can

¬

was indicted was simply adopted
iuto the code by the codifier apjwinted-
by the legislature This writ was
heard in a toluminous brief pre-
sented

¬

by McMinn before JudgeTS Maxcy
who denied the petition for Duncans re-
lease

¬

An order from Judge Maxcy
releasing Duncan would have given liberty
to eery prisoner now confined iu the peni-
tentiaries

¬

of tho state convicted since the
alleged passage of the act in question in
1 s77 So thoroughly convinced was McMinn
that he was in the right he did not abido by
Judge Maxeys decision but appealed the
case to the supreme court of the United
States appointing as his assistant counsel
exUnited States Attorney Gen Garland
Tho United States supicnic court heara tho
case last winter and remanded it to the
state court Thereupon the case was again
reviewed by the state court of apeals
which court reaffirmed the decision of the
lower court and McMinns strong effort at
overthrowing the whole penal code of Texas
came to naught tho only result being that
he procured for his client a years longer
leaso of life

Dentil Sentence 1aftted
Special to the Gazette

Qcmnah Haruemas Cocstt Tex Sept
lb J T Morris who was convicted of
murder in the first degree for the killing of
Moss and Koberts and whose caso was
carried to the court of appeals and the deci-
sion

¬

of the district court confirmed was
this morning given his death sentence by
Judge Brown Tho judge before passing
the sentence asked Morris if he had any-
thing

¬

to say Morris arose and firmly pro ¬

tested his innocence to tho charges against
him and said he did not censure the court
jury or attorneys for what they had done
and that they had only done their duty but
that he did censure some of the witnesses
as they had wilfully and maliciously lied
He fitally broke clear down and was com-
pelled

¬

to stop
Judge Brown then in a few words re-

viewed
¬

the case and at the close set the
30th of October as the day when Morris
should pay the penalty of his crime

The courthouse was crowded with anxious
listeners who were familiar with this noted
case in all its details

Kitchen Ilnng-
SiVursAH G u Sept 18 Albert M-

Crea alias Grant Kitchen the negro wife
murderer was hanged in the county jail
this morning Kitchen kept his nerve to
the last Before entering his cell he handed
to the reporters a full confession of his
crime He chose the house for his hanging
and walked into his cell with a black cap
over his head and with a firm step Kitchen
confessed the killing of his first wife in-

lbJ and his second wife in April last Both
murders were diabolical in their character
He cut his first wifes throat from ear to
car nearly severing the head from the
body His second wife he killed in a simi
ar way holding her under his knee3 on the
doorstep while he drew the razor across
he throat

5FCRETARY OF STATE RULING

r cles nf Incorporation D nled the 3Xon-
toltr> ailn s V id Trust

Special to the Gazette
Austin Tnx Sept IS Tho secretary of

state declined to file articles of incorpora-
tion

¬

of the Montpclier savings bank and
trust company chartered by tho state of-
Verm nt and represented in this state by
the Caswell Bros of Fort W orth He did
so ou t he ground that it would bo at variance
with tho policy of the state government
and entrarj to the spirit of the constitu-
tion

¬

aim ia i of Texas which provides that
no oiorbody shall hereafter b-
ocrc sj or extended with banking
or discounting t vi jcs-

A j oung woman called Ida Stotts called
on a frie l Mario Locb today and while
there cave Mane a hypocormic injection of-
morpl from nhich sh died in a few
hours Stotts woman t as arrested and
will be tomorrow

Thata < aw-

Ioci tLLE Kt > IS Governor
Buc of Tennessee today wired Gov-
ern

¬

m of Kentucky that ho had ro-
Ha ation that Kentucky miners
wei np to release tho convicts in
the tames at Briceville Tenn Ho says the
same men havejbeforo invaded Tennessee
and released convicts He asked Goremor

jJBrown to repress this lawlessness Gov
1 emor Brown replied that he would do all in

his power to prertnt the trouble antici-
pated

¬

hut called Governor Buchanans at-
tention

¬

to the fact that Kentuckians doing
unlawful acts in Tennessee are liable to

anient under the laws of that state

Tabernacle Meetlae
The services last evening were well at-

tended
¬

and a deep feeling was manifested
in tho mectinc One man professed conver-
sion

¬

J C Howo led the praise service
Dr Calnon preached from James i 1314-
takinc tho word Rmptation for his texL
There will he ao services this eveninp
Repuljr service Sabbath momlnp and a
revival servlie in the evening All are In-

vited
¬

to attend
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A Sensational Mock Marriaee Tale Ex-

ploded
¬

When Iacts Are Made
Known Mrs Muddn AUldavIt

The mock marriage which it was alleged
was practiced upon Miss Mary L Jordau-
by W K Mudd an eraploje of the Denver
road turns out to much of a sen-
sation

¬

as was at first supposed and Mr-
Mudd is relieved of the odium which such
action true would cast upon him Mudd-
it will was arrested week
ago in Henrietta for decoying Miss Jordan
from her home in Wichita Palls and ¬

her into a bogus marriage in-

vestigation
¬

made by the grand jury of
Clay county which jury sittting at the
time and resulted in the release of Mudd
When Miss Jordan examined her state-
ments

¬

failed to tally with the ones to
Chief Maddox at tho city hall here last
Tuesday where she stated emphatically
that she bad been married to Mudd by a
man the name of Johns In Henrietta
she made another statement to the
that no imposition had been practiced upon
her by Mudd but on the contrary she had
accompanied him to Fort Worth and had
invented the marriage story with a view to

the feelings of her father when
learned of her escapade and strictly

did sho maintain that she married to-

Mudd that no who heard her story
doubted it and were free in giving their
opinion of him who had duped an iunocent
girl

When Mudd was released from custody
in Henrietta immediately to
marry Miss Jordan in tho orthodox jta >

the ceremony being Thursdfraf
VI oclock Mrs Mudds father and bnfiher
were present and satisfied witlAthe
course Mudd pursued in the matter After
tho ceremony the now mar-
ried

¬

pair immediately took tho train for
Fort Worth and are now residing at the
corner of Sixth and Calhoun Mudd will
resume his on the Denver in a day r
two

To a Gazette reporter ho said
had been misrepresented in tho matter and
brought Chief Maddox to testify as to
gooa conduct whilo has been a citizen of
Fort Worth also that had never been
arrested place himself in tho right
light before tho public turned over the
following affidavit subscribed and sworn
to before M D Priest a notary public of
the city

State or Texa =

County op Tarrint f
Before the undersigned authority

day appeared Mary L Mudd
who being by mo duly sworn oath
says that hcretoforetowit on the 14th day
of September A D 1591 that she stated
that William K Mudd had procured a mock
marriage between affiant and himself
Affiant states that her only reason for
malting such statement to appease tho
wrath of her father and in truth and in
fact no such mock marriage was ever had
nor did Mudd nor any other person
or persons perform any such marriatre In
truth she had only eloped with K-

Mudd intending to marry him at some fu-
ture

¬

date and that said W K Mudd in-

no way more to blaino in the entire matter
than aifiaut and that in things said
Mudd has acted toward affiant as a gentle-
man

¬

Mart L Mudd
Sworn to and subscribed to before mo

this September 13 lb9L
D Peiest

Notary Public Tarrant county Tex

Mrs
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THE LONGVIEW CASES

Trices Testimony Taken Witnesses
for the Defense

Special to the Gazette
Lonoview GiiFeo Cooxtt Tez Sept

IS The celebrated burjjlarly case which
has been iu examination before Justice
Cocke since Tuesday morning convened at
0 a m and tho court officers and prisoners
went over to the Trioo residence to take
the evidence of Jlrs Trice Two doctors
were in attendance whilo Mr Trice sat
upon the bed where Mrs Trice was lying
The attorneys were very brief and consid

lite in their examination and Mr Trica
had his shorthand reporter to take MrsA jF
Trices evidence in shorthand and after-
wards transcribe on a typewriter which
preatly facilitated matters Though Jlrs
Trice has suffered greatly from the shock
of this burglary she will likely be all right
soon The procession w ho went over to the
Trice residence passed poine and return-
ing

¬

by the house occupied by the three de-
fendants

¬

and tho little children playing
near by hollowed to them Papa why
dont you com home and Papa where
are you poing One of the defendants
told his little boy to be a good boy and he
would come back after awhile and when
the child continued talking the father only
shook his hand at him unable to speak for
emotion Tho fence around the house was
very dilapidated and one could step inside
the yard at most any place The wives of
the prisoners with sorrowing looks peeped
through the curtainless windows withal
making a pitiful scene and shows how sus-
picion

¬

of crime and had reputations will
wreck otherwise happy homes The court
adjourned until 2 p m when the defense
will commence examination of witnessas
As the state has made out such a good case
the other side will he heard with stillgreater interest

Four witnesses were examined for the de¬

fense in the Trice residence burglary caso
this evening S C Forman W B Allen
and P E Coleman whose evidence was not
material to the case Miss Minnie Allen
sister to Lucian Evans wife testified that
she returned from church at 10 p the
night of the burglary the prisoners wero
in ned and that when Mrs Trice screamed
and fired oft the pistol she woke and heard
Evans wife wake Evans and he put on his
pants only and went to the scene of the
trouble She also heard West conversing
with Evans and Boyle in tho hallway She
dressed went out saw Boyle dressing and
ho soon joined tho others at Trices

This testimony makes a clear alibi The
defense closed then

County Attorney Ragland says he will
introduce testimony tomorrow which will
rebut Miss Allens and thinks the prisoners
will be bound over to tho district court

The attendance was much larger this
evening and the galleries proved too small
for the ladies who occupied and filled the
jury box also As the case proceeds the to-
terest is intensified
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A 400 Piano Without Money
THE GAZETTES GREAT PREMIUM

To the Texas girl or woman sending the WEEKLY GAZETTE the greatest mimbez-
m subscribers between this and November next

Now is Your Chance Get a Piano Without Moneyl

TO ADVERTISE TEXAI
is of THE GAZETTE and it will aid you to induce your to subscribe
if you will tell them that for every subscription to the WEEKLY GAZETTE we will
Rend without charge another copy one to any friend or relative they name

of Texas A WEEKLY GAZETTE back to or relatives inJtlWold
states is and more satisfactory than for the WEEKLY GA2 TTE telte
all about Texas and will be interesting reading to co

OBSERVE T
Jvery order for subscriptions

piano offer we m
on our book oXilnHfPTifiTiil

ThajmetSGymuBt accompany all orders
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friends

subscriptions

The piano offered by THE GAZETTE is in black walnut H to 0 elab-
orately engraved panels sliding disk overstrung scale three strings repeating action
ivory keys and full iron frame It

THE PEEELESS STERLING PIANO
Indorsed by musicians everywhere Thuosands in us

throughout the country Deep bass bell treble elastic touch
sympathetic tone The Sterling piano gires satisfaction
Fully Warranted for fire years

ON EXHIBITION at the COLLINS ARMSTRONG COM

PANTS STORE Main and Houston streets Fort Worth

COMTEY GIRLS and TOWN GIKLS
ALL HAVE A CHANCE

WEEKLY GAZETTE 12 pages 84 columns 100 year-
end extra copy one year donated to rour friend outside of
Texas

THE AWARD
On the 2d day of November 1891 THE GAZETTE ml

print the name of the lucky girl with postofUca address and

number of subscribers forwarded by her
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WORK OF SCREW WORMS

A Slan Dies from a Singular Accident
A Fatal

Special to the Gazette
Burxbt Bcbxet Cocxtt Tei Sept

IS S S Wilson a farmer living in this
courty met with a singular accident a few
weeks ago Ho went to sleep at his gin
and the screw worm flies deposited eggs in
his nostrils and so terrible was tho work
of the worms that tho unfortunate man
died today
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FORT WORTH TEXAS
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WIHESrHOTTOES and GIGAES
Agents for Anheuser Lemp and Schlitz Beer

PORT WOKTH TEXASp s Quotations on all brands of Kentucky wniskles from stock here or warehouses In K sa-

tuefcy furnished upon application Mention the Fort Worth Gaztte1
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descending bun views froci
thy hand no advertising
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THE MOORE IRON WORJ Q
Fort Wortii

Sue west of city limits on Texas asiOSlce street

Sailings Ventilators Sash Weights Artesian Well Drilllnz
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